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12 plus 1

The first group exhibition of the WADI Forum of Young Artists at the Umm el-
Fahem Art Gallery

Curator: Raafat Hattab

The role of a work of art changes commensurate with the innumerable changes that occur in the
realities of our lives. Art continually revisits its role, reflecting in each period the sociopolitical
fragments of which the reality is composed, on the one hand, and the personal, sentient, and
emotional developments of each person as an individual, on the other. The task that art
undertakes is especially difficult: to awaken the viewer’s slumbering awareness of the reality of
the here-and-now.

One may say that an individual’s stability has only an internal source and is not a social product.
Therefore, an artist must be able to live in the world without becoming the captive of patterns
flowing from education, culture, religion, language, and the society. She or he must maintain the



position of an observer who dialogues with reality directly—Dbeing part without taking part.
Before one begins to rebel against social conventions and patterns, one must study them and get
to know them well. This principle also applies to the act of art, the role of which is to produce
new contents and not to recycle familiar ones.

At this exhibition, the works of twelve female artists and one male artist are presented. Most of
them concern the place of the individual in society and are based on personal experiences in the
artist’s relations with her environment, starting with contemplation of the individual / personal /
physical ambiance and culminating with the reflection of social tragedies that usher the viewer
into a two-edged process: listening to the voices of the female others and the male other and,
concurrently, relating to the past—to pre-patriarchal mythologies and rituals in which women
were central.

The artists at the exhibition—“12 Plus 1”—are Palestinian citizens of Israel who use the medium
of art to cope with questions of identity, social status, and political and gender repression by
investigating the geographic and the physical space as one. The mission that they have made
their own by producing art is to challenge social conventions that are embedded in them as
individuals and, by means of text and image, ask questions that pertain to patriarchy in Arab
society and influence aesthetic outlooks.

Actions that seem at first glance to be protests or criticism are, in fact, acts of boundary-drawing
that would not be possible without the creation of art that serves as a mediator and, accordingly,
provides the artist with a defense of sorts and justifies the artistic act. The search for inner
potential is a lengthy one that involves change and self-change. In this case, the artists’ personal
development must be a conscious act, in the course of which they may assess their virtues and
flaws and endure the pain and the hardships that reality places in front of them, because
producing art is a process of self-testing.

The aim of the exhibition is to create a new space, an alternative and perhaps also a safe space, in
which individuals may express themselves without repressive social limitations and ask,
fearlessly, questions about self-determination. By producing art, the participants wish to free
themselves, liberate themselves, from personal traumas or experiences that represent wider
communities. The process at issue involves long-term pain and coping that evoke the question,
“What is the role of a work of art?”



